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artifact of student learning on a rubric 
(attached) as a direct measure. SLO 1 (and 
all SLOs will also be evaluated through an 
indirect measure, a student survey (also 
attached).  
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Achieved: ASTD 4960: Senior Workshop – 
Crafting the American Studies Thesis. 

Studies Thesis. strengths and weaknesses they have 
observed in their work. Careful notes will 
be taken as a supplemental assessment 
artifact. By the end of the meeting, faculty 
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with American cultural practices, 
expressions, and ideas and the 
concerns of broader public life. 
 
 
 

Methods. 
 
Developed: ASTD course with a “Community 
Engagement” attribute, including ASTD 3910: 
American Studies Internship. 
 
Achieved: ASTD 4960: Senior Workshop – 
Crafting the American Studies Thesis. 

have achieved this outcome is the 
senior thesis. The indirect measure 
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Additional Questions 
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Student Name: 
 
Rater Name: 
 
Rating Date: 

 
American Studies BA Assessment Rubric 
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or interpreted 
through frameworks 
of nation, class, 
race, gender, ability, 
or sexuality. 

expressions, or ideas 
are constructed by or 
interpreted through 
frameworks of 
nation, class, race, 
gender, ability, or 
sexuality—including 
nuanced attention to 
how two or more of 
these frameworks are 
interlocking. 

interpreted through 
frameworks of 
nation, class, race, 
gender, ability, or 
sexuality, but the 
assessment is limited 
to sufficient attention 
to one of these 
frameworks. 

frameworks of 
nation, class, race, 
gender, ability, or 
sexuality, but how 
this occurs is not 
thoroughly 
addressed. 

constructed or 
interpreted 
through 
frameworks of 
nation, class, 
race, gender, 
ability, or 
sexuality. 

SLO3: Students will 
synthesize two or 
more disciplinary 
approaches in 
analyses of 
American cultural 
practices, 
expressions, or 
ideas. 

The student 
thoroughly integrates 
two or more 
disciplinary 
approaches to 
analyze of American 
cultural practices, 
expressions, or ideas. 

The student uses the 
approaches of two or 
more disciplines to 
analyze American 
cultural practices, 
expressions, or ideas, 
but these approaches 
are not integrated. 

The student 
competently uses a 
single disciplinary 
approach to analyze 
American cultural 
practices, 
expressions, or ideas.  

The student’s 
analysis is not 
transparently 
derived from 
disciplinary 
knowledge.    

 

SLO4: Students will 
effectively articulate 
arguments and 
information about 
American cultural 
practices, 
expressions, and 
ideas. 

The student has a 
clearly stated 
argument that 
proceeds logically 
with strong 
transitions. The 
argument is 
sufficiently supported 
by primary and 
secondary source 
evidence and the 
stakes of the 
argument are clear. 

The student has an 
argument and a 
logical organizational 
structure, but there 
may be points where 
transitions could be 
more effective. The 
argument is 
sufficiently 
supported by primary 
and secondary source 
evidence, but the 
stakes of the 

The student’s 
argument is less clear 
than it could be, and 
the organization of 
the paper could be 
improved. There are 
places where the 
evidence that is 
meant to support the 
argument is 
described rather than 
interpreted. There are 
rare places where the 

The student does 
not have an 
argument. The 
essay is 
disorganized. The 
evidence 
presented does 
not support the 
argument. The 
essay’s language, 
style, genre, and 
tone is 
inappropriate for 
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The language, style, 
genre, and tone are 
appropriate for 
American Studies 
audiences. There are 
no problems with 
spelling, punctuation, 
grammar, or syntax. 
All sources are 
properly 
documented. 

argument might not 
be transparent. The 
language, style, 
genre, and tone are 
appropriate for 
academic audiences, 
but perhaps not for 
American Studies in 
particular. There are 
rare errors in 
spelling, punctuation, 
grammar, or syntax. 
All sources are 
documented, but the 
documentation may 
have subtle 
formatting errors. 

language, style, 
genre, and tone may 
not be appropriate for 
academic audiences. 
There are errors in 
spelling, punctuation, 
grammar, and syntax 
that may 
occasionally impede 
reading. Most 
sources are cited but 
there may be some 
information missing 
in the documentation. 

an academic 
audience. There 
are frequent 
errors in spelling, 
punctuation, 
grammar, and 
syntax that make 
portions of the 
student’s work 
unintelligible. 
The sources are 
not cited.  
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