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iPad minis: Creating multiplatform journalism with one device
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Description of gra#itinded materials & goals

The mingrant funddtie purchase two iPad minis, along with protective screens, cases, tripod
mounts, bags and iTunes gift card for apps. Using these, my Multiplatform Journalism (MPJ)
students produced journalistic pieces that included a combination of text, video, audio and photos.
The primary goal of the iPad miniregpemn&to have students enhance their reporting and

writing skills to use in the mobile journalism environment createdBn #émakldlagsstudents

to produce multiplatform journalism with desirgg, the iPad mini, we prdhigiedthe

opportunity to work with the same tool that many professional journalists use today. Based on
student feedback in Fall 2014, assignments were refined for the Spring 2015 Multiplatform
Journalism course.

What wrked & what didn’t
We integrated use of the iPad minis throughout the course of the semester with a series of
projects. These included:
X MiniprojectsOn a rotating basis early in the fall and spring semesters, each student used
an iPad mini kit to predoree mini project. Students were provided-pitheaiini
examples and had submit their planned project prior to receiving an iPad mini kit. Projects
had to include some combination of video, photos and text. Completed projects were
screened in classich student posted his/hespmaj@ct on his/her blog, along with a
post reflecting on the experience of producing a project exclusively on(8eeiPad mini.
the attached examples.)
What worked:- scary” way because the assignment
was only worth 3@ings, and | emphasized that the scores were based on effort
and what the students learned in the production process.
What didn’t work as wtellirns out you can’t make GIFs on an iPaar @ini
least not with any of the apps we tried. It's atecettitkideo on the iPad
mini’'s smaller screen (compared to using a laptop/desktop with a mouse) and the
studentseally




What workeW/e created a shared Google spreadsheet forritetstndee

the key features of each app as well to log challenges they encountered using
them and to compare their usability with similar apps. Each student initially chose
one app to review individually and then in class compared their findings with
stueknts who had chosen similar apps. They worked together to complete their
reviews, which we then discussed as a class.

What didn’t work as v@&lidents referred to this list occasionally throughout the
semester as they worked on other projects but tended to rely on using apps they
were already familiar with rather than trying out “new” ones they discovered doing
these reviews.

x Twitter scavenger h@tudents who diok have smartphones atagboilt an iPad mini
to complete this assignment. They “admpitstudents from a Lindenwood tniversi
journalism class to conduct interviews and take photos, which theéiotheritigost
(See #SLUvVLU on Twitter for examples of their posts.)

What worke®nly a few students opted to check out iPad minis for this
assignment. Students who checked them out did so because they liked having a
larger screen to work on, compared to their smartphones.

What didn’t work as:Midlls wasn’t a product of the iPad minis, but part of the
scavenger hunt didn’t work as well in the spring semester because the
Lindewood students weren't terribly engaged or responsive to SLU students’
tweets. | had to adjust the assignment points as a result.

X Project 1 and Rtudents had the option of working on their own or with a classmate on
one of these projects, and could use an iPad mini kit to produce all or pait of the project
they desired. Projects had to include elements from at least two of the following platforms:
online writing (text), audio, video, photo, or other visual. Students were provided with
project examples







Mini project exampleoduction night at the UNews




Mini project reflection example



Mini project exampléVays to Experience STL Fashion & Culture




Mini project reflection example



