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CONFERRAL OF DEGREES 

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES �1818� 

Donna LaVoie, Ph.D., 
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SPEAKER AND 
HONORARY DEGREE RECIPIENT 

JON 
HAMM 

DOCTOR OF FINE ARTS, CONFERRED ON MAY 18, 2024 



• 

Next, Hamm will star in the upcoming series 
Landman, a modern-day tale of fortune-
seeking in the West Texas oil rigs based on 
the Boomtown podcast by Christian Wallace. 
He will also be the executive producer and 
star of the upcoming Apple TV+ series 
Your Friends and Neighbors. 

Additionally, Hamm will lead the live-action 
television adaptation of the psychological 
thriller podcast American Hostage, in which 
he also starred. 
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University of Missouri in 1993. After college, 
he returned to St. Louis and taught acting at 
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mater. One of his students was Ellie Kemper, 
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HONORARY 
DEGREE 
RECIPIENT 

P. MARIA 
JOSEPH 
CHRISTIE, S.J. 

DOCTOR OF 
PUBLIC SERVICE, 
CONFERRED ON 
MAY 18, 2024 

The journey of P. Maria 
Joseph Christie, S.J., 
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HONORARY 
DEGREE 
RECIPIENTS 

SUSAN E. 
KLEPPER, PH.D. 
and 
WILLIAM M. 
KLEPPER, PH.D. 

DOCTOR OF 
EDUCATION, 
CONFERRED ON 
MAY 18, 2024 

The Saint Louis University 
class of 1966 produced 
two distinguished 

educators. They just so happen 
to be married to each other. 

Susan E. Klepper, Ph.D., and 
William M. Klepper, Ph.D., met 
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in physical therapy and 
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in biology. They married after 
graduation. 

William continued at SLU, 
completing a master’s degree 
in education in 1967 and a 
doctorate in 1975. He also was 
the associate dean of students 
at SLU from 1969 to 1971. 

That started his career in 
higher education. He went 
on to the University of South 
Carolina and the College of 
New Jersey before landing 
at Columbia University. At 
���j�T�¬�]�	�=�í�c�˜�����¬�˜�=�_���˜�˜�o�«�
�8�j�j�T�@�o
he is the academic director for 
executive education and an 
adjunct professor. 

Columbia University also 
welcomed Susan. After 
earning a master’s degree 
from Hahnemann University 
in 1990 and a doctorate from 
Drexel University in 1996, she 
joined Columbia University 
Medical Center as an assistant 
professor of rehabilitation 
and regenerative medicine in 
physical therapy. She is now an 
emeritus professor. 

Susan also served as a 
consultant to the pediatric 
rheumatology team at 

Children’s Hospital of New 
York and as a physical 
therapist in private practice 
and with the Mercer County 
Special Services School District 
in New Jersey. 

She published numerous 
articles during her career and 
was recognized as an educator. 
She received the Association 
of Rheumatology Health 
Professionals’ Distinguished 
Educator Award in 2015 and 
the Saint Louis University 
Alumni Merit Award in 2016. 

Three years later, William 
also received SLU’s Alumni 
Merit Award. He earned other 
honors, including the Lifetime 
Achievement Award by Marquis 
Who’s Who and the Lima 
�����_�¤�•�í�T�o���í�¤�8�j�T�=�
�o�L�í�T�T�o�j�0�o�D�í�]���?����

His book The CEO’s Boss: 
Tough Love in the Boardroom 
was ranked as one of the top 
�Ü�Ã���o�	�j�j�Q�˜�o�	�Ê�oThe Wall Street 
Journal’s livemint.com in 
December 2010. 

William has served his 
community as the mayor 
of Ewing Township, New 
Jersey, as well as president 
of the township’s school 
board. He also was president 
of the Mercer County (New 
�b���•�˜���Ê�Q�o���j�í�•���o�j�0�o���j�¬�_�¤�Ê�o
Commissioners. 

For their lifelong dedication to 
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LOCATIONS 
St. Louis, Missouri, 
and Madrid, Spain 

GLOBAL 
EXPERIENCE 
The Institute of 
International Education 
lists SLU among the 
top 30 U.S. universities 
for study abroad 
participation. 

ACADEMIC 
EXCELLENCE 
SLU ranks as one of the 
country’s top colleges by 
The Princeton Review, 
The Wall Street Journal 
and Forbes magazine – 
and as one of the 
country’s top 10 
Catholic colleges 
by Niche. 

ENROLLMENT 
SLU educates 15,204 
students, more than ever 
before, with unprecedented 
international enrollment 
that more than doubled 
in a single year. Students 
come from all 50 states 
and 96 countries. SLU-
Madrid’s fall enrollment 
reached 1,104. 

ECONOMIC 
GROWTH 
With an endowment 
that exceeds $1.8 billion, 
SLU is a major catalyst 
for urban renewal in the 
heart of a vibrant city. 
More than $2 billion in 
development is underway 
in Midtown St. Louis, with 
SLU in the center of the 
neighborhood’s growth. 

ABOUT SLU 
Founded in 1818, Saint Louis University is one of 
the oldest and most prestigious Catholic universities 
in the United States. The University is recognized 
nationally for world-class academics, life-changing 
research and a strong commitment to faith and service. 

Now in its third century, Saint Louis University 
continues to be guided by its enduring Jesuit mission, 
with an unwavering commitment to serve a higher 
purpose while always seeking the greater good. 
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SERVICE 
1.6million hours of 
service are completed 
by the SLU community 
annually. Eighty percent 
of students volunteer 
each year, nearly triple 
the national average 
among college students. 

RESEARCH 
One of only 16 Catholic 
universities with a 
Carnegie Classi�cation 
of “high” or “very high” 
research activity, SLU 
has $60 million in 
annual externally funded 
research expenditures. 

ATHLETICS 
An NCAA Division I 
institution, SLU is a 
member of the Atlantic 
10 Conference and 
competes in 18 sports. 
Recent successes 
include six consecutive 
A-10 conference 
championships for 
the women’s soccer 
team and the 2024 
WNIT Championship 
for the women’s 
basketball team. 

MASCOT 
The University’s unique 
mascot, the Billiken, is a 
mythical good-luck �gure 
who represents “things 
as they ought to be.” 

ALUMNI 
SLU’s new graduates 
join more than 137,000 
alumni who lead lives of 
meaning and purpose 
around the world. 
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THE MACE BEARER: MICHAEL D. BARBER, S.J. 

It is with great honor that 
Saint Louis University 
names Michael D. Barber, 
S.J.,  
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UNIVERSITY MARSHALS 

THE MARSHALS OF SAINT LOUIS UNIVERSITY HAVE A CENTRAL ROLE IN THE UNIVERSITY’S 
MOST SIGNIFICANT ACADEMIC OCCASIONS. THE POST OF MARSHAL IS ONE OF HONOR, WITH 
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ACADEMIC ATTIRE 
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University has historic roots in the distant medieval past. Dressed in cap and 
gown, the graduates and their professors are part of a long tradition that dates 
�	�í�
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of their Catholic glory. 

The exact origins of several parts of the academic garb are a bit of a mystery. 
�����
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years, one might guess that their attire found its inspiration in the clerical dress 
of medieval times. The gown seems to be an adaptation of the robe of friar or 
priest; the hood, of the monk’s or friar’s cowl; and the mortarboard cap of today 
recalls the skullcap of days when tonsured heads needed protection against the 
drafts of medieval classrooms. 

Academic attire began to appear on U.S. campuses in the late 1890s. Since that 
time, its use has become universal for solemn university functions, and its 
pattern is highly uniform. 

THE GOWNS THE CAP 
The gowns are three in number and styling. The cap, or mortarboard, has become the 
That of the bachelor is a yoked, closed-front universally accepted style for U.S. colleges and 
garment with long pointed sleeves; that of universities. Many European institutions still 
the master has sleeves long and closed but retain distinctive forms of academic headdress. 
slit just above the elbow to allow the forearms 
to protrude; the gown of the doctor has full, THE TASSEL 
bell-shaped sleeves. Only the doctor’s gown is The tassel is perhaps the most iconic souvenir 
trimmed — with velvet panels down the front of academic attire. The doctoral graduate can 
and three velvet bars on each sleeve. wear a gold or black tassel on the mortarboard. 

However, varying the color of the tassel based 
THE HOOD �j�_�o�¤�8���o�Ü���T���o�j�0�o�˜�¤�¬���Ê�o�8�í�˜���1�í�=�_�������í�
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�¸�8���o�8�j�j���o�í�¤�o�Ü�•�˜�¤�o�˜�����]�˜���¤�j�o�8�í�Ã���o�	�����_�o�Ä�j�•�_�o�j�Ã���•����throughout academia. Colors include: 
the head and attached to the gown. When Allied health professions: Mint green 
the skullcap was introduced, the hood was Arts: White 
retained but detached as a separate piece and Business: Drab 
worn much as it is today. Education: Light blue 
Each degree (bachelor’s, master’s, doctoral) Hospital administration: Salmon 
has its special hood, which varies in length Law: Purple 
and, for the doctor, also in pattern. The color Medicine: Green 
or colors lining the hood are those of the Nursing: Apricot 
college or university that granted the wearer’s Philosophy: Dark blue 
�����1�•�����?���D�j�•�o���É�í�]�•�T���@���«�í�=�_�¤�o�f�j�¬�=�˜�o�¿�_�=�Ã���•�˜�=�¤�Ê�o�=�˜�oPublic administration: Peacock blue 
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�8���Ã�•�j�_�o�j�_�o�í�o�Ü���T���o�j�0�o�Ä�8�=�¤���?�o�¸�8���oScience: Gold-yellow 
colored velvet binding or edging of the hood, Social work: Citron 
in different widths for bachelor, master and Technology and engineering: Orange 
���j�
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EXECUTIVE STAFF 
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