






The Department of Accounting has been revising/updating its curriculum and programs to meet the needs of the 
accounting profession and to prepare students with necessary skills for their future careers. In Spring 2022, a new 
course titled “Accounting Data Analytics” is being offered. Please stay tuned for more changes to be implemented to 
the curriculum and programs in the coming semesters. 

Curriculum and Programs

Accounting Data Analytics Course

The Accounting Data Analytics course is offered for the 
first time to upper-level undergraduate students and MACC 
students in Spring 2022. This course was designed and is 
currently taught by Dr. Lei Zhao, a recipient of the 2021 
Chaifetz School of Business Curriculum Innovation Grants. 

This course aims to help students develop an analytical 
mindset, increase their exposure to analytical tools used in 
the accounting profession, and provide adequate training to 
develop their analytical skills. These tools include, but are not 
restricted to, Excel, Alteryx, PowerBI, and Tableau. The course 
focuses on diagnosing problems and issues, analyzing relevant 
information, making responsible and ethical decisions, and 
reporting decision results and recommendations. It applies 
transactional level accounting data to a variety of topics in 
financial accounting and managerial accounting. The goal is 
to synthesize theory and application to prepare students for 
real-world accounting practice and embrace evolutions in 
future Certified Public Accountant exams. 

Please contact Professor Lei Zhao (lei.zhao@slu.edu) if you 
would like more information on this course.





What made you choose to study Accounting at Saint Louis 
University? 

I chose to study accounting at Saint Louis University in the 
spring semester of my sophomore year. As an undecided 
business student, I took my first four semesters to gain 
valuable exposure to a variety of disciplines to order 
to compare and better understand my options. After 
taking my first accounting class and interacting with the 
accounting faculty and other accounting students, I realized 
the benefits of an accounting degree. The flexibility gained 
from having a background in “the language of business” is 
why I ultimately landed on accounting.

What do you like most about SLU’s  accounting program? 

My favorite part/experience in SLU’s accounting program 
is two-fold. First, I enjoyed the intimacy of the relationship 
between faculty and student. This was made possible 
because accounting is a more rigorous business discipline, 
thus a smaller number of students choose this route. I 
heavily relied on several faculty members to help guide 
my steps. Additionally, I found the type of student that 
the accounting degree draws to be helpful as well. Having 
a motivated and focused cohort of classmates enhanced 
my learning experience.

What made you decide to get a MACC degree, and in 
particular, from SLU?

The primary driver behind my pursuit of the MAAC 
degree was to be well-prepared to sit for and pass all four 
parts of the CPA on the first attempt. Ensuring I had all 



What made you choose to study Accounting at Saint Louis 
University? 

I took two accounting courses in high school, and accounting 
was actually one of the only classes I genuinely enjoyed. 
I had a phenomenal teacher at the time who helped me 
realize this was a field I wanted to pursue in college. SLU’s 
accounting program impressed me, to say the least, and I 
valued the Jesuit mission and fell in love with the campus 
the second I stepped on it. I immediately felt at home here!

What do you like most about SLU’s  accounting program? 

My favorite part about this program has been the professors. 
As a student, it is one of the best feelings to know that your 
teachers genuinely care about you and will do everything 
in their power to help you succeed. My favorite memory 
was running a Holiday 5K for Professor Neil Jansen’s class 
last semester. This event provided a great way to spend 
time with classmates outside of a classroom setting, as 
well as the opportunity to support a great cause (and a 
great professor!) 

What made you decide to get a MACC degree, and in 
particular, from SLU?














